VI RUS wi ki pedi a

A virus is a small infectious agent that replicates only inside the living

cells of other organisms. Viruses can infect all types of life form,

fromanimls and plants to bacteria and archaea.
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Since Dmtri tvanovsky's 1892 article describing a non—bacteri al

pat hogen infecting tobacco plants, and the discovery of the tobacco

mpsai¢c viivrus by Martinus Beijerinck in 1898, about 5,@@@ vitruses have

been described in detail , although there are mllions of different types
Vituses are found in al most evervecosystem on Earth and are the most

abundant type of hiological entity. The study of viruses is kpnown

asvirology, a sub-speciality of mcrobiology.
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